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Application No. 10/806.J23 

Amendment dated November 28, 2007 Docket No.: 33 1 3-1 140PUS 1 

Reply to Office Action of August 28, 2007 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-9 and 1 1 are now present in this application. 

The Abstract and claims 1 and 8 have been amended and claim 10 has been canceled 
wthout prejudice or disclaimer. Reconsideration of the application, as amended, is respectfully 
requested. y 

in view of the f oregomg manAmmt ^ |ack of ^ ^ ^ ^ 

overcome. As such, recon S idera,ion and wimdrawal of the 35 USC HJ. second paraph 
rejection is respectfully requested. 

, , 2 ' " ^ Under " USC - «"*>*— I by We 
et al, US Patent 7,061,850. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Claims 3 and 10 stand rejected under 35 USC 103 as being unpatentable over We et al in 
v,ew of Ogura, US Pubncanon 2004/00,57, ,. This rejecdon is respeeAUy traveled. 

Cairn 1 recites a mediod which includes heading the private flag area ,o obtain an 
adresa stgna, , .determining a medium k ey source according «, the address aignaf, fading . 

10 ^ " P ° WK ^ ^ — WW Power 

toermme an access opuca, power for accessing a medium key b,oc,c (MKB)", "aaas^^ 

VMX &H^ftom**^.^^ ^^ h |f 

data on the disc to the original, data". 

Wdependem claim 8 rente a disc which includes »q „,,.,_ 

MMf. a flag area, which is rome d on the optica, diac ,o provide an access optical power 

6 KM/ 
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signal and an address signal, the optical power signal controlling the access optical power for the 
MKB to be greater than the access optical power for other areas, the address signal detcnrnnmg 
the source of the MKB", "a title key area, which provides a title key signal", and "a main data 
area, which provides main data that are scrambled origin data; „W„ ^ ..—w tM 
MKB, a recorniTabte number ofncr^s time. in y r* data £f rPfluno/]> , 

As the specification described, 'The well-known read-only optical storage media (or 
optical discs such as CD and DVD) allow their user to access indefinitely. Therefore, the users 
only need to purchase or rent only one CD or DVD and share with one another. This makes 
people less willing to purchase optical discs. Many manufacturers therefore hope to invent a 
read-only optical disc that can limit or control the total number of play times.", page 1, lines 8- 

This invention provides a method that controls the access times of an optical disc and 
discs of the same. The method includes the foHowing step, First, an optical disc drive obtains 
me addresses of a life flag and a medium key block (MKB) by reading a private flag of an 
optical disc. The life flag and the MKB are used to control the access times of the optical disc 
After confirming the addresses of the life flag and the MKB, the optical disc drive obtains an 
opfccal power signal to determine the power that should be used to read the MKB. When the 
opncal disc driv( > „„ s the appropria(fr reaMntf nowpr tn ^ ^ _ _ 

be confirmed if it is rrcoynhable tn restore th> „,„,„ 

The MKB is a data area that records the medium key using a readable and writeable 
matenal. The material has an appropriate access optical power. If one uses a higher power such 
as 3m W, to access the disc, the material will deteriorate at a faster rate. After a certain number 
of umes. the data cannot be read and recognised becax.se of the material deterioration 
Therefore, ,t achieves the goal of controlling the number of access times. 
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However, the patent to Irie et al. does not disclose nor teach controlling the number of 
access times. For example, the Examiner considers Fig. 24, ref. num h to disclose the step of 
readme a life flag area to obtain an access optical power signal". However, column 23 lines 
56-59 recites "After reading the control data 710 in which the physical properties of the disc 702 
are recorded (step 714h), the disc type identifier 711 (step 7l4h) judges whether the disc is 
DVD-ROM, DVD-RAM, DVD-RW, or DVD-R" Accordingly, the step is used to recognize the 
type of disc, not to obtain an access optical power signal. Also, the Examiner considers Fig 24 
ref. num p to disclose the step of "using the access optical power signal to determine an access 
optical power for accessing a medium key block (MKB)". However, from column 24 lines 7-9 
"This fD 857 and the above-mentioned "fust key- are calculated in the operation part 704 to 
generate the "second key" (step 714p) .» Thus, the step is used to generate the "second key" not 
to determine an access optical power for accessing a medium key block (MKB). Meanwhile the 
Ine et al. patent does not disclose or teach "usjn suhe access ogHcal ^ ^ the 
rMimJU^nmis^^er of m ^ ^ ^ ^ 

stmaF \ x 

Also, in independent claim 8, the We et al. patent des not disclose "a flag area, winch is 
formed on the optical disc to provide an access optical power signal and an address signal the 
optical power signal controlling the access optical power for the MKB to be greater than' the 
access optical power for other areas, the address signal determining the source of the MKB" and 
'wherein when accessing the MKB, a recognizable number of access times in the MKB data is 
reduced." 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the method of independent claims 1 and 8 as 
well as their dependent claims, is neither taught nor suggested by the prior art utilised by the 
Examiner. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the 35 USC 102 and 103 rejections are therefore 
respectfully requested. 

Conclusion 

I» view of the above amendments and remarks, the pending application should now be in 
condition for allowance. An early Notice of Allowance i s therefore earnestly solicited. 
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Should fterc be any outstanding manors that noed to bo resolved in tho present 
«U. the Examiner ia respond rented to contao. tho underfed a, *e telephone 

ISon " ta " '° EXPed " e ^ C ° m,eCa0n "* >— 

Ifueeesaary, the Commissioner horeby authorised in una, _„,, and fluurerepnea 
^^^ororoditanyove^^^o^^^^^ ^ 
fooa requuedunder 37.C.F.R. ,„.„ or U4; particular*, oxtonsion of time fees 



Dated: November 28, 2007 Respectfully submitted, 





JoeMcKinneyl. 
Registration No.l 
BIRCH, STEWART, K^LASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
8110 Gatehouse Road ' 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for Applicant 
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